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MINUTES
MEETING OF THE BRAINTREE SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Monday, November 29, 2010

7:00 P.M.
      
LIBERTY School








      
49 Proctor Road
School Committee Present:
Melissa McDonald/Shannon Hume/





Pam Kiley/David Ringius/
Mayor Joseph Sullivan /Joseph Zarrella
Administration:
Superintendent of Schools - Dr. Peter Kurzberg

Assistant Superintendent – Dr. Maureen Murray

Business Manager – Mr. Peter Kress

Recorder:

Ms. Mary Mitchell

Student Representatives:   Natalie Russo/Jacqueline Tran/Tyler Wojtasinski
CALL TO ORDER

Vice-Chair Ms. Hume called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.  She expressed appreciation to those who played a part in making possible the Teacher Grant award dinner that had taken place prior to tonight’s meeting:   The Braintree Fund for Education, the Liberty School, Viola’s Restaurant, Maria’s Restaurant and Cannoli’s Restaurant, the Braintree Flower Shop, Konditormeister, Dr. Radiches, and Mr. Dillingham.
ROUTINE MATTERS

A. Approval of Minutes  –  Open Session  -  November 8, 2010
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mr. Ringius and seconded 

by Mr. Zarrella to approve the minutes for the Open Session for November 8, 2010.

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 5
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Mr. Ringius/Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella
ABSTAIN - 1
Ms. McDonald

B. Commendations:

-  BHS Cast and Crew – ‘Phantom of the Opera’


-  MIAA Division I South Sectional Girls Volleyball Participants


-  BHS Varsity Dance Team – MSSAA 2010 Fall Dance Team State
Championship 


-  BHS Concert Choir & Chamber Singers - Veterans Day Program

-  BHS Veterans Program – Students and Participants

-  Jim Cassidy, BHS Security/Matt Morrissey, BHS Custodian – 



appreciation letter  

-  Mike Jackman, District Attorney’s Office, appreciation letter


-  Steven Pedretti, Boston Scientific – appreciation letter

On the Clipboard: 

· BHS Football – Thanksgiving Game against Milton

· Braintree Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees

· Friends of Braintree Football

· Braintree Fund for Education – donors and grant recipients
PRESENTATION:   Braintree Fund for Education – Award of Teacher Grants

Mr. Mark Kiley came forward to express appreciation to all who played a part in this year’s Teacher Grant Program.  He acknowledged the cooperation between parents, school administrators and the business community.  He recognized the caterers who donated the food for tonight’s dinner:  Viola’s Restaurant, Maria’s Restaurant and Cannoli’s Restaurant.   The Braintree Flower Shop donated the floral centerpieces; Konditormeister donated a cake.  He thanked all the businesses that contributed to make the evening possible.  

Ms. Pam Kiley was joined by Ms. Kristen Johnson and Ms. Elizabeth Smyth.  Ms. Kiley congratulated the teachers for choosing their professions.  She remarked that this evening is a celebration of teachers.  Each grant recipient was called forward individually to be presented with a pen and pencil set.  A brief summary of the purpose of each of the twenty-five grant awards was read.  

Ms. McDonald commended the BFFE for its work, noting that the students are the beneficiaries of this effort.   She expressed appreciation for the considerable time that has been devoted to putting this great program together.  

Mayor Sullivan expressed appreciation for the dedication of Pam and Mark Kiley and all those associated with the BFFE.  He acknowledged the contribution of young Mark Kiley as he helped with the power-point presentation of grant awards.  As a member of the School Committee and on behalf of the entire community of Braintree, he thanked those who have chosen to enter the teaching profession in Braintree.   What they do every day in the classroom has a ripple effect, and the service and value they bring to the community cannot be fully measured.  Braintree has been recognized for its educational excellence for many years.  He remarked that their work is appreciated, recognized tonight, but valued every day.  
Ms. Kiley acknowledged and thanked the business community that has supported the BFFE, and named its five star sponsors:  Agnitti Insurance Agency, American Art, Blue Hill Cemetery, Braintree Cleaners, Braintree Cooperative Bank, Braintree Flower Shop, Braintree Rotary Club, Braintree Rug, Braintree School Committee, Braintree Youth Soccer, Cadete Enterprises-Dunkin Donuts, Cartwright Funeral Home, Caruso Jewelers, Charles Kokoros, Charles Ryan, Citizens Bank, Clean Harbors, Curry Hardware, Danny’s Cleaners, Dr. Joyce Radiches, Frank Marinelli, George Washington Toma TV & Appliance, Hank Joyce, Joan’s Olympic Gym, Joyce Plasterworks, Mass Motors, Nanci’s Barber Shop, Representative Joe Driscoll, Senator Brian Joyce, Senator Michael Morrissey, Timberline Construction.  
Ms. Hume congratulated the grant recipients and offered a huge thank you to Pam and Mark Kiley who had a dream and built it.  She also thanked their children and especially their son, Mark, who had helped with the technological aspect of the presentations tonight.  

The members of the teacher grant committee were acknowledged, and Ms. Hume noted that they have served in this capacity since the inception of the program.  They are:  Co-chairs Dr. Maureen Murray and Pam Kiley; Maureen Clark, Lisa Heger, Gorman Lee, Kate Naughton, Dr. Dianne Rees, Elizabeth Smyth, and Kristen Sullivan.  

The winning tickets of a BFFE fundraising raffle were drawn with the winners being: Ed O’Brien ($100 prize); Thomas Maher ($250 prize); and Judy Batchelder ($500 prize).   
RECOMMENDED ACTION

A.
New Business:


1.
Approvals:


-   Gifts to Schools: (Taken out of order) 

1) Braintree Fund for Education (BFFE)
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Ms. McDonald and 
seconded by Mr. Zarrella to accept as a gift to schools a check in the amount of $42,500.00 from the Braintree 
Fund for Education to fund the following:

Technology


$25,000.00


Teacher Grant

$17,500.00
ROLL CALL:
AYES - 5
Ms. Hume/ Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella
ABSTAIN – 1

Ms. Kiley

Dr. Kurzberg remarked that when the BFFE was formed, one of its goals was to bring all the schools together and work toward a common cause.   It aimed to provide funding for all schools, especially in the area of technology.  It began with all the PTO’s agreeing to work together in addition to continuing their activities that are specific to each individual school.  He asserted that the collaborative effort is as important as the money that is generated.  He acknowledged Pam and Mark Kiley, who spearheaded the effort and recruited a strong core of parents who were committed to make it work.  They met many times throughout the year to develop ideas and opportunities and eventually expanded their effort to encompass the teacher 
grant program.  He indicated that it is a wonderful thing for the Braintree community to have a foundation such as this and he expressed appreciation for the hundreds of people who contribute to the success of the BFFE.  

2) Braintree Special Needs Program
Ms. Doreen Wrick, Ms. Kathleen Hunter and Dr. Mary Ford Clark came forward to present a gift to schools to support the Super Saturdays Program.  A June golf tournament and a comedy 
night raised $37,000.00 to support the program.  
Dr. Kurzberg remarked that the Super Saturdays program is in its eleventh year.  Dr. Clark is serving her second year as its director.  Mr. Frank Murphy and Doreen Wrick serve as Co-Chairs of the fundraising effort.  The Super Saturdays Program provides opportunities for children with special needs in a recreational program on Saturdays.  The program has developed and grown under Dr. Clark’s direction, and two busloads of young people go out on most Saturdays, participating in many different recreational activities.  He acknowledged the hard work that supports the program and noted that the children are the beneficiaries of this effort.  He noted that at its inception, the fundraising effort generated between $20,000.00 and $25,000.00 per year; this amount has grown with each subsequent year.  He expressed appreciation for this effort on behalf of the school system, and noted that the Liberty School (the site of tonight’s meeting) serves as the home site of the Super Saturdays Program.  

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mr. Zarrella and 
seconded by Ms. McDonald to accept as a gift to schools a check in the amount of $37,000.00 from the Special Needs Golf Committee to be used to fund the Super Saturdays Program. 
ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/

Mr. Ringius/Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella
-   BPS Head Injury/Concussion Program
BHS Headmaster, Mr. Dave Swanton, Athletic Director, Mr. Mike Denise, and Athletic Trainer, Kara Hines, came forward to present this segment of the meeting.  

Mr. Denise explained that they are seeking approval for mandatory testing of BHS student athletes through the ImPACT Program.  The Department of Public Health has requested that all school districts develop a plan to insure they know what to do to facilitate recovery of injured athletes.  He reviewed a document provided to School Committee members that explained the program, the tests that will be administered, the proposed testing schedule, and the plan for parent notification.  An additional packet containing extensive background information was also provided to them.  
Mr. Denise reported that six of the twelve communities in the Bay State League currently use the ImPACT Program.  It is hoped that Braintree will become the seventh town to adopt it.  As Athletic Trainer, Ms. Hines, would conduct computerized, web-based student assessments of all athletes in one-hour shifts on seven afternoons beginning on Monday, December 6.   The computers in the BHS Media Center can accommodate 27 students per shift.  It will take from 20 to 45 minutes for a student athlete to complete the battery of tests.  The teams have been scheduled so that the winter sports with the most likelihood of impact will be tested first (e.g., Hockey is followed by Wrestling, then by Cheerleading, etc.)
The results of the tests will be stored on the server of the University of Pittsburgh.  Mr. Denise recommended that interested parents and others visit the ImPACT demonstration website.  

Mayor Sullivan thanked the presenters for raising community awareness on this issue.  He reiterated the importance of an understanding of sports-related injuries.  He said that he had 
taken  the nine question True or False quiz, noting that some 
of the questions had been difficult.  He noted that the Fact Sheet suggests that the use of proper sports equipment is an important factor in the prevention of head injuries.  He asked how BHS implements this.  Mr. Denise responded that all major equipment 
is assessed annually at BHS.  A course in properly fitting equip- ment to athletes was offered two years ago to BHS coaches.  Coaches now conduct this assessment based on the training 
they received at that time.   
The Mayor asked if wrestlers are at risk of concussions.  
Ms. Hines responded that wrestlers are at risk of concussion, 
but that wrestling headgear is designed to prevent cauliflower 
ear, not concussions.  

The Mayor asked about the risk of concussion during practice.  Mr. Denise responded that early in the football season, young men go through a commissioning period using shoulder pads and helmets.  As they move toward competition, they use all pads and helmets.  Heads should be protected at all times.  

The Mayor asked how many programs have adopted the ImPACT Program statewide, or if any conference or league has 100% participation.  Mr. Denise responded that the state encourages school districts to have a plan in place, but has not made it a requirement.  He indicated that he is not aware of any league 
with full participation, noting that the program has a cost which 
may discourage a school system from participating.  

Ms. Hines noted that the Athletic Trainers in the Bay State League are working on developing a concussion protocol that would be utilized throughout the league.  At the current time, each trainer has their own procedures.  She noted that initially, a concussion must be identified, and sometimes young people hide them from their coaches and parents.  Recently the language on the Consent Form has been changed to insure that parents and athletes report if they’ve had a concussion in the previous athletic season.  This is important because concussions should be treated differently with each successive injury.  
The Mayor mentioned that there is a cost to not treating concussions seriously.  Mr. Denise agreed and mentioned a television program that described an unfortunate occurrence in which a student athlete suffered a concussion, sat out from his sport for two weeks and returned to play the following week.  He complained of a headache the day he returned and passed away shortly thereafter.  Mr. Denise asserted that in some instances, ImPACT testing can diagnose an injury better than a physician can.  
Mayor Sullivan asked whether athletes could be brought in to talk to BHS student athletes, and Mr. Denise said this could be done.  He also indicated that at Parent’s Night a physician from Deaconess Hospital had given a presentation about concussions and their symptoms to parents, student athletes, and coaches.  

Mayor Sullivan asked whether new athletic equipment is purchased on a regular basis and Mr. Denise said that it is.  He noted that the shelf life of some equipment is from eight to ten years, so each year he purchases new helmets and shoulder pads to keep replenishing the equipment on hand.  
Mr. Swanton emphasized the importance of the educational piece for student athletes and parents; they need to be aware of the symptoms of concussion.  Unfortunately, there is a tendency to urge athletes to “tough it out” and prove how strong they are.  
As an educational institution, BHS needs to send the message 
that concussions and other head injuries should be treated seriously.   Young people who learn this in high school will take 
this knowledge with them after they graduate and engage in competitive or recreational sports.  He commended Mr. Denise 
and Ms. Hines for their commitment to this effort.  
Ms. Hume read a statement from Mr. Dave Cunningham, who was unable to attend tonight’s meeting.  His statement emphasized the importance of adopting this important tool which will help athletes recover from head injuries.  He referred to outdated attitudes that used to applaud the athlete who could shake it off and get back in the game; he expressed his support of adopting the proposed ImPACT Program.  

Ms. Hume asked when Ms. Hines was on duty for athletes; Ms. Hines responded that she attends all home games and all varsity away games for football.  Ms. Hines indicated that she would fill out all forms concerning concussions.  The only time a coach would fill one out would be if it’s an away game, for example a freshman soccer away game.  Athletic trainers are trying to develop a tool that will communicate information about concussions.  Currently, coaches often fill out the forms; it is difficult to obtain information 
on this.  If a student sustains a concussion, Kara evaluates the student.  If his or her medical condition is beyond her ability to help, she may recommend they go to an emergency room for treatment.  She credited Dr. Kent from South Shore Hospital for helping put the ImPACT Program in place.  Many athletes with concussions from a number of schools are treated by Dr. Kent.  Ms. Hines anticipates that with the new program in place, she will manage the program but will also rely on Dr. Kent’s expertise.  
Ms. Hume mentioned a past student injury in which a time delay in obtaining a physician’s evaluation had been experienced.  Ms. Hines responded that Dr. Kent is busy because she is consulted by many educational institutions.  The ImPACT Program will provide a baseline from which she can base her testing.  It is anticipated that testing of brain function after an injury can be conducted at BHS within 24 to 72 hours of the injury by Ms. Hines who will then forward the data to Dr. Kent.  
Ms. Hume referred to a recent article in the Boston Globe which reported that a Westborough football player had been injured in a Thanksgiving Day game.  He felt fine at the time, but suffered effects of the injury a couple of days later.  She asked if we are seeing situations in which students cannot function after an injury.  Ms. Hines responded that there is a protocol called “Headsmart” for athletes that have returned after a head injury.  For example, “Stage Red” refers to precautions that should be taken after a serious concussion that makes a student unable to function.  Stage Red precautions include no video games, no texting, no reading, and recommends rest to facilitate recovery.  “Stage Orange” has fewer precautions and allows a student to attend class but prohibits reading and other homework.  
Mayor Sullivan asked how many students were assigned Stage Red status this year.  Ms. Hines responded that at least ten students were in Stage Red this fall.  The total number of reported concussions this fall was 41.  Two years ago there were only twenty reported concussions in the fall season; last year there 
were around 30 in the fall.  She attributed some of this increase in incidences to better awareness on the part of parents and students.  Parents are now more likely to spot symptoms and seek medical attention or contact Ms. Hines.  In some cases, the student may not contact the trainer, but the parents will.  Ms. Hines noted that she promotes awareness of the concussion symptoms by hanging posters on the topic in her office where students see them. 
Ms. Kiley asked about the frequency of concussion in sports other than football.  Ms. Hines responded that football players experience the most concussions, followed by soccer players.  Girls’ soccer players experience more concussions than boys’ soccer players and recovery takes longer for girls than for boys.  Of the 41 concussions this fall, ten are from girls’ soccer or soccer in general.  Two are from field hockey.  The remaining concussions were due to football.  Soccer injuries have been sustained by head to head contact, from heading the ball, elbow to head contact, falling backwards and hitting ground which is frozen and hard.   
Mr. Denise reiterated his hope to educate people on this subject.  He invited parents and student athletes to take the twenty-minute concussion course on the website of the National Federation of State High School Associations at www.NFHSLearn.com.  Eventually, the family of every student athlete will be required to take this course.  At last Tuesday’s athletic awards, Mr. Denise requested that families take the course and mail him a copy of the Certification of Completion provided.  He will retain these records; he received his first parent certification today.  
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mayor Sullivan and 
seconded by Ms. Kiley to implement the ImPACT Program.  
ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella
· Seasonal Influenza (Flu) Vaccination Program
Ms. Paula Dowd, BPS Coordinator of Nursing, and Ms. Mary Mulready, Braintree’s Public Health Nurse, came forward to 
present this segment of the agenda.  

Ms. Dowd reported that last year flu shots had been offered to students in grades six through twelve on a voluntary basis.  Last year, 760 seasonal flu vaccines were administered by the school program; 831 H1N1 vaccines were administered.  Tonight they hope to receive approval to administer seasonal flu vaccines for this and future years.  Parents of elementary students are advised to contact their primary care health provider for vaccinations of these younger children.  

If approved, letters will be sent tomorrow to homes of students 
in grades six through twelve via bulk mail.  Vaccines will be administered during school hours on Tuesday, December 14, 
at the middle schools, and on Wednesday, December 15, at the high school.  Throughout the flu season, school nurses will monitor illnesses and training in hand washing and cough etiquette is taking place at the elementary schools.  

Mayor Sullivan commended the professionalism of the school and town nursing support.  A recent vaccination clinic for Braintree residents served over 600 residents; two senior latecomers were inoculated even though all the equipment had been put away.   A second vaccination clinic will be held on Thursday, December 9, at Town Hall from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.    

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mayor Sullivan and 
seconded by Ms. McDonald to approve the proposed School Seasonal Influenza (Flu) Vaccination Program.  

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella


-   Request for Proposal (RFP) -- Foster School
School Committee members had been provided with information about the proposed RFP.  
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mayor Sullivan and 
seconded by Ms. McDonald to approve the Request For 

Proposal (RFP) lease for the Foster School.   
ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella


-   Out-of-State Ski Trip – East Middle School
Dr. Kurzberg indicated that this proposed a ski trip is scheduled for Saturday, January 29th with an alternate date of Saturday, February 5th.  Students would leave for Pat’s Peak in Henniker, NH at 6:45 a.m. and return at 5:30 p.m.  Students will be able to rent skis, snowboards, tubes and helmets if they don’t already own them.  
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Ms. McDonald 

and seconded by Mr. Ringius to approve the following 

East Middle School ski trip. 


Saturday, January 29, 2011 at Pat’s Peak, 




Henniker, NH



The weather date will be Sat. Feb. 5, 2011

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella

     3)   E-Rate – Verizon

Dr. Kurzberg indicated that this sum from Verizon helps offset the school department’s internet and telephone costs.  

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Ms. McDonald 

and seconded by Ms. Kiley to approve as a gift to schools 
a check in the amount of $6,348.42 from Verizon to help

offset the charges for internet and telephone costs.

  ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella
COMMUNICATION

A.
From Superintendent and Staff:


1.
Personnel Action:


Appointments:



-  BHS Winter Coaches

2.
BHS Activity Bulletins  -  Nov 15–19 & 22-26, 2010

3.
CHNA Grant – ‘Let’s Put Fit in Fitness’ Program 

Dr. Kurzberg commended Melonie Bennett for her acquisition of a 

grant from the Blue Hills Community Health Alliance (CHNA) in the amount of $3,238.50 to purchase age appropriate equipment for an after school enrichment program emphasizing fitness and nutrition at the middle schools.  The program will run two days a week for ten weeks.  

4.
SEPAC Meeting Minutes – September 22, 2010

5.
BHS Granite Sign
A new sign on Granite Street is scheduled to be installed as soon as possible, before the ground hardens.  


6.
‘BEAM’
-
November 13, 2010
7. BPS K-12 Art Exhibit – December 1 – 13, 2010
Student and faculty artwork is on display for viewing at the Thayer Public Library during regular library hours.  

On the Clipboard:


8.
BHS Activity Bulletin      -  
November 29 – December 3, 2010

9.
EAST Update                - 
December, 2010
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Mr. Zarrella announced SEPAC’s Basic Rights Workshop tomorrow, November 30, 2010 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Thayer Public Library.  He announced an upcoming Braintree Christmas Party at the Granite Grill on Thursday, December 9, sponsored by the Town Council, Mark Cusack and 
Joe Powers to benefit Toys for Tots.  There is no admission but gifts for children between 3 and 13 years old should be brought.  He congratulated the BHS fall athletes and wished the best of luck to winter athletes.  
Ms. Kiley commended the recent BHS production of the Phantom of Opera, commenting that it had to be one of the best high school productions she’s ever seen.  She commended Michael Bradley, Meghan Ryan and the entire Theatre Guild for making us very proud.  
Ms. Hume reported that the School Department’s kindergarten survey has been sent to homes and the preliminary results will be presented at the next meeting of the School Committee.  

FUTURE DATES
1.
December    13, 2010
  7:00 P.M.
Colbert School    

2.
January        10, 2011
  7:00 P.M.
Braintree High School

3.
January        24, 2010
  7:00 P.M.
Colbert School


4.
February      14, 2010
  7:00 P.M.
MORRISON 

5.
February      28, 2010    
  7:00 P.M.
Colbert School

ADJOURN

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mayor Sullivan and seconded by 
Mr. Ringius to adjourn.  
ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/

Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella
TIME:         8:35  P.M.

David Ringius
Recording Secretary










