MINUTES
MEETING OF THE BRAINTREE SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Monday, May 24, 2010

7:00 P.M.

      COLBERT School









      348 Pond Street

School Committee Present:    David Cunningham/Shannon Hume/Pam Kiley/ 





    Melissa Berman McDonald/David Ringius/




    Mayor Joseph Sullivan/Joseph Zarrella

Administration:
Superintendent of Schools - Dr. Peter Kurzberg

Assistant Superintendent – Dr. Maureen Murray
Business Manager – Peter Kress
Recorder:

 Mary Mitchell

Student Representatives:
Shaza Alzaim (arrived at 7:08)/Maggie Kwong/
                   Catherine Mullin
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Cunningham called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.  A drawing was held to determine the winner of four tickets to an upcoming Taylor Swift concert.  Ms. Kiley, representing the Braintree Fund For Education (BFFE), explained that the student who sold the winning ticket in the BFFE’s March Madness raffle had chosen a $300 American Express Gift Card instead of the concert tickets, leaving them available for the prize in a second raffle.    

A. Approval of Minutes – Open Session – May 10, 2010
VOTED:  Upon a motion by Ms. Hume and seconded by Ms. McDonald to 
approve the minutes for the Open Session for May 10, 2010.

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Mr. Cunningham/Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella
ABSTAIN – 1

Mr. Ringius
B. Commendations:

- Julie McKinney, PIP Executive Director
Mr. Cunningham acknowledged Ms. McKinney and four of her five daughters (Rose, Amy, Molly and Caitlyn) who were in attendance.  Ms. McKinney recently announced her retirement from her volunteer position as Director of the Parent Involvement Program (PIP), which she founded. He described the organization as a godsend to the Braintree Public Schools, involving parents in education, and running successful fundraisers.  She put in a tremendous amount of work and leaves big shoes to fill.  He 
read the wording on a plaque which he then presented to Ms. McKinney.  

Ms. McKinney remarked that ten years ago school officials, Dr. Kurzberg and Dr. Kendall, took a chance on her idea to initiate a 501(c)3 non-profit organization to develop parent involvement in school curriculum.  The project offered an opportunity for parents to bond with their students and play the role of mentor to them.  Through the PIP program, parents became involved with fundraising and technology.  She expressed the hope that all nine schools in the system would continue to support PIP along with the School Committee and the Mayor’s Office.  She introduced Ms. Michel Johnson, a member of the PIP Board and coordinator of PIP’s monthly Math Challenge, who was in the audience.  Ms. McKinney indicated that the PIP board would meet in the summer to determine how it will move forward.  

Dr. Kurzberg remarked about the depth of projects and the number of offerings that PIP developed.  Robotics became a big program at the elementary, middle and high school level.  Other programs PIP initiated include:  MCAS tutoring; summer programs in Marine Biology and Zoology; the monthly Mathematics Program; funding for the summer math packets that are sent home to students; two scholarship offerings.  He added that PIP is exploring supporting the SAIL program with robotics.  In summary, he noted that the PIP program is extensive and is impacting many students in a positive way.  He added that the School Department would do everything it can to support the PIP program going forward.  

Ms. Kiley expressed gratitude for the program, noting that her son has participated in the robotics program for the last three years.  She noted the sacrifice that Ms. McKinney’s family has made to support this volunteer effort on behalf of the town and its children. 

Ms. Hume noted that many don’t appreciate how PIP has touched the school system, and noted that Ms. McKinney has been the heart and soul of the effort.  

Mayor Sullivan remarked that Ms. McKinney had put in a decade 
of dedication with a legacy of caring and encouragement.  He speculated that she can’t fully measure how her impact has rippled through the community, but he assured her that it will be felt for years to come.  He noted that all PIP’s fundraising events have been of a very high caliber.  He expressed appreciation for her effort on behalf of the schools and the community at large.  

- BHS Academic Awards
Dr. Kurzberg noted that 117 students had been recognized at this special event for distinguishing themselves in a variety of specific disciplines.  

- BHS School Committee Representatives
Dr. Kurzberg remarked that Braintree is one of only a few School Committees that has as many as five student representatives.  He noted that there has always been a student present at the School Committee meetings, even though not all students have been able to attend all the meetings.  He commended their diligence and willingness to serve along with all the other responsibilities they hold.  Mayor Sullivan asked each student about their future plans.  Catherine Mullin plans to attend BayPath College to study Psychology; Maggie Kwong plans to attend UMass Amherst to study Microbiology; Shaza Alzaim plans to attend UMass Boston to study Political Science.  Mr. Cunningham thanked the students for their participation and wished them good luck with their studies.  Dr. Kurzberg presented each representative with a Certificate of Commendation for their service.  

- Jamie Wiggin, BHS Social Studies Teacher – appreciation letter


- Liberty School  -  Grade 3 Job Fair

- Braintree Special Olympics Participants – SOMA Regional Games And 
     Peer Coaches
10 participants and 4 peer coaches were involved in this event 
held at Milton Academy

- BHS Boys and Girls Outdoor Track Results

- Michael Rosenthal, East Middle Special Ed Teacher – Patriot Ledger – 

Teacher of the Week

    
- Nancy McGuire, Michelle Sano, Megan Klementisz, Liberty Teachers  --  
appreciation letter
On the Clipboard:

· SS Principals Meet – Siobhan Flaherty

· Twentieth Anniversary of BHS Theatre Guild 
Mr. Zarrella thanked the student representatives for their service, and acknowledged that they were completing their senior year and graduating soon.  He remarked about the commendation to Mr. Wiggin, noting that as a teacher, he brings substance to history.  He expressed appreciation for the volunteers at the recent Special Olympics event and mentioned the upcoming State Special Olympics on June 18 at Boston University and on June 19 at Harvard.  In general, he commended parents and faculty that go beyond the call of duty, without which many events would not be possible.  

PRESENTATION – BHS  2010 YEARBOOK
Yearbook Advisors, Ms. Heidi Hurley and Ms. Marcia Roos were introduced, 
and the Yearbook Editor, Katie Jankum – came forward to present the 2010 Wampatuck Yearbook.  She indicated that the Yearbook staff had brainstormed ideas for the Yearbook theme last June.  When they began work in the fall, they assessed what ideas had the best potential.  Ms. Hurley came forward and commended the Yearbook Editor and Assistant Editor, BHS Junior, Beth Cormack.  

Mr. Cunningham and the Mayor commended their effort.  
RECOMMENDED ACTION
A.
New Business

1.
Approvals:


a.
Body Mass Index (BMI) Requirement
Ms. Karen Costa, Director of PE/Health/FACS and Ms. Paula Dowd, Nursing Coordinator, came forward to present their recommendations for compliance with the State’s Body Mass Index (BMI) requirements.  They explained that the recommendations had been developed by a Professional Learning Community (PLC) representing nursing and physical education professionals in several Braintree schools.  School Committee members were provided with the recommendations which were accompanied by a cover memo dated May 19, 2010.  The packet of information also included proposed language for publication in student handbooks (middle and high schools) and newsletters (elementary schools).  Also included was a trifold brochure that would be used to notify parents of the screening results, which explains BMI and provides a set of web resources.  Every site listed in the brochure was visited to insure its appropriateness. The packet included an example of a letter that would be sent home if a child’s BMI is in the range that is either less than 5% or greater than 95% so that parents can forward it to their child’s physician to request any recommendations they may have to help plan for the child’s school program.  Finally, a copy of a flyer that will be sent home was provided.  The flyers are provided at no cost through the Mass in Motion Campaign (www.Mass.gov/MassInMotion) and provide information about nutrition and exercise.   

Ms. Dowd explained that the school system has been weighing children since the early 1950’s; in 2002 it began calculating BMI in grades 1, 4, 7 and 10, in accordance with state guidelines.  An amendment to these guidelines was issued in February of 2009 which now requires that this information be sent home.  Parents will be informed if their child’s BMI is less than 5%; if it is in the “normal range (5%-85%); if they fall above 85% or above 95%.  She noted that BMI can be used to identify possible health risks.  

Parents may opt out of the BMI program by providing written notification if they do not want their child to be screened.  Physical education teachers conduct the screening privately and provide the data to the school nurse so that it can be added to each student’s health record.  Ms. Dowd remarked that this screening is like the other screenings that are conducted by the schools, such as hearing and postural screening in that the focus is to improve healthy living.  

Ms. Hume remarked that she liked the flyer, then asked for and received confirmation that Braintree had been in compliance with state guidelines for BMI screening but has now added the additional step of sending more information home in order to comply with the amendments to the regulations that were made in 2009.  

Ms. Hume asked what the students are told about the screening.  The response was that the students are used to the process and don’t think much about it.  The specific BMI data collected for each student is shared with that student if they ask, but it’s done quietly.  

Ms. Hume asked if the screening would be conducted during the first week of school.  Ms. Costa responded that it would be conducted a little later in the year so that parents can be informed about the process beforehand.  Ms. Dowd indicated that they would have the reports delivered to families by Thanksgiving at the latest.  

Mr. Zarrella attested to the sensitivity to privacy that accompanies the screening process, noting that in his experience, it was conducted during gym class.  He noted that BMI is important but cautioned that there are other factors in play.  For instance, a high BMI could be due to a student’s muscular build, and he wouldn’t want a student to think the BMI is overly significant.  Ms. Dowd agreed, noting that the Physical Education teacher would provide an explanation of what BMI means.  She agreed that it’s just one tool that’s used to assess student health, but she does not want to scare students.  She added that Health Education in Grade 9 and at the middle school includes a component on nutrition.  

Mr. Ringius noted the increase in obesity and diabetes in the United States and that BMI is an indicator, but also cautioned that other factors must be taken into account.   He commended the distribution of accompanying resources to help parents understand the screening results and their significance, and indicated that another community he knows of would only be sending a letter.  He asked how much time was devoted to Nutrition classes from K through 12.  The response was that all students at all levels receive Physical Education for different amounts of time at each level.  Students are exposed to nutrition education only if the Physical Education teachers infuse the topic into their programs.  The first time that students receive formal health education is in Grade 8, and more is provided in Grade 9.  It was noted that Physical Education is taught from a wellness perspective.  

Mr. Ringius speculated that this could be a great opportunity to kick start community involvement in promoting physical activity and the concept that an active body supports an active mind.  

Ms. McDonald noted that the BMI mandate had been controversial.  She suggested that the screening program be well-publicized through the school handbooks and newsletters, but also through a Connect Ed message so that parent don’t miss the opportunity to opt out if they wish.  She asked if additional funding would be necessary to comply with the mandate.  Dr. Kurzberg responded that the only additional cost to the school system would be the cost of the paper used to print the information.  Ms. Dowd added that there would be postage costs.  

Ms. Dowd noted that the school system had purchased brand new scales and stadiometers for every school with grant money last year.  

Mayor Sullivan asked if the data on each student is tracked, and Ms. Dowd responded that it is tracked in each student’s health record.   There was discussion about offering healthy alternatives for school lunches, portion control, and physical activity.  Ms. Dowd indicated that the goal of school PE is to emphasize the importance of these steps.  These concepts are expressed in the State Frameworks and they hope to expand them in future years.  

Ms. Hume mentioned that school screenings are important and noted that not all students receive annual physical exams.  

Mr. Cunningham remarked that he doesn’t want parents to think their children are being singled out for this screening.  He emphasized that these screenings are universal to all Massachusetts students in specific grades.  He suggested that steps be taken to minimize possible over-reaction of parents, and hopes that they will understand why the screenings are being conducted.  

Ms. Costa responded that they hope to offer a parent meeting in the fall so that parents can get their questions answered.  She noted that students have wonderful relationships with the adults in their schools and that they will generally connect with a trusted adult if they have questions or fears about the process.  

Ms. Michel Johnson, a parent in the audience, asked whether only families with students with BMI’s under 5% or over 95% would receive notification of the BMI.  Ms. Dowd responded that every family would receive a brochure with notification of their student’s BMI regardless of where it fell.  It is the physician response letter that will only be sent to students with a BMI under 5% or over 95%.  

Ms. Loreen Koubek, a parent in the audience, commended the Nutrition Director, Megan Aardema, for putting nutritional notes on the monthly menus.  Ms. Dowd added that she has acquired posters for display in cafeterias.  Ms. Koubek added that parents should be informed that BMI figures 
are different for children than for adults.  

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Ms. Hume and 
seconded by Mr. Zarrella to approve the proposed Body Mass Index (BMI) Screening Policy for the Braintree Public Schools.     

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 7
Mr. Cunningham/Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/
Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/Mayor Sullivan/

Mr. Zarrella



b.
Gifts to Schools:







-  Tian Ann Temple – Ross Parking Permit
Dr. Kurzberg reported that in addition to its rent payment for the use of the Ross School parking lot ($1,500), the Temple has made an additional gift to schools in the amount of $1,000, in appreciation of its use of the school.  

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mayor Sullivan 

and seconded by Ms. McDonald to accept as a gift to schools a check in the amount of $1,500.00 from the Tian Ann Temple to be used by the Ross Elementary School.  
ROLL CALL:
AYES - 7
Mr. Cunningham/Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/
Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/Mayor Sullivan/

Mr. Zarrella

           -  Braintree Women’s Club --  BPS Nursing 

Dr. Kurzberg indicated that a gift in the amount of $500 had 

been received from the Braintree Women’s Club to be used by Nursing Coordinator Paula Dowd in her work with needy families.  

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Ms. McDonald

and seconded by Mr. Ringius to approve as a gift to schools in the amount of $500 from the Braintree Women’s Club to be used by Paula Dowd, the Nursing Coordinator, to help children in need.  
ROLL CALL:
AYES - 7
Mr. Cunningham/Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/
Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/Mayor Sullivan/

Mr. Zarrella

c. Appointment – School Nurse – Ross
Dr. Kurzberg reviewed the credentials of Heidi Olson, the proposed candidate for School Nurse at the Ross School.  She has served as a substitute nurse for the Braintree Public Schools, at the Ross School, and during the summer special needs program.    

Ms. Hume remarked that she has interacted with her at the Ross School and that the students love her.  

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Ms. Hume 

and seconded by Mr. Ringius to approve the proposed appointment of Ms. Heidi Olson to the position of School Nurse at the Ross School.  

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 7
Mr. Cunningham/Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/
Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/Mayor Sullivan/

Mr. Zarrella

COMMUNICATION

A.
From Delegations:

1.
Dept. of Elementary & Secondary Ed  - Approval of Braintree 


Technology Plan
Dr. Kurzberg indicated that this letter had been received from the State, providing notification of its approval of the Technology Plan submitted by the Braintree Public Schools.  

B.
From Non-Staff:


1.
Dept. of Municipal Licenses & Inspections–Outdoor Recreational 
Activities & the Risk of Mosquito-Borne Diseases
Dr. Kurzberg indicated that Braintree Public Schools are taking all precautions to minimize the risk of mosquito-borne diseases, including providing repellent to coaches for use by student athletes.  In the past, Braintree had restricted evening events, but it had been the only school district to do so.  This resulted in Braintree teams playing night games during away games, but not at home, so Braintree dispensed with this policy in subsequent years.  We encourage student athletes to avoid mosquito bites.  

C.
From Superintendent and Staff:

1.
School Building Authority – Tier 1 Projects
Dr. Kurzberg noted that Braintree is one of twelve districts that have been invited to participate in the State’s Green Schools Project, which is not a major school renovation program, but will support projects with a smaller level of repair.  The School Department has submitted a proposal to replace windows at four schools: Hollis, Morrison, Highlands, and East Middle.  They also included a proposal for the partial repair of the roof at Braintree High School, parts of which have been repaired in portions over a number of years.  

The award request is for $3,350,000.  The application has been developed in consultation with the Mayor.  If approved, Braintree would be eligible for the same level of reimbursement that is in place for the South Middle School renovation, which is 46%.  The School Building Authority meets on May 26, and if approved, Braintree should receive notification a few days after this meeting.  

Mayor Sullivan expressed appreciation for the Superintendent’s and Business Manager’s quick response to the School Building Authority’s invitation to participate in this great opportunity.  He expressed the hope that Braintree would receive the entire amount requested.  He added that if approved, the Town is prepared to obtain the necessary financial support to complete the upgrade.  He indicated that when state funding is available, the Town should move to access it.  He expressed satisfaction that Braintree is building a track record and commended School Administration for moving in this direction.  


2.
BPS School and District Report Cards
Dr. Kurzberg explained that these report cards have been prepared to comply with state requirements; additional information from each school principal has been included in each of the respective school reports.  The reports provide a good, quick snapshot of what is happening in each school.  Reports will be sent home in student backpacks and a Connect Ed message will alert parents to look for them.  All reports are available to parents and the community at large; they can also be accessed on the BPS website.  


3.
Personnel Action:

Maternity Leave of Absence

-  Christine Norris – South Middle English Teacher,

effective May 3, 2010

Resignations



- Suzanne Furness, Flaherty Elementary Teacher,





effective June 2010



- Benjamin Little, East Middle Science Teacher,





effective June 2010

- Olivia Burch, Hollis Speech/Lang. Pathologist – 

effective August 30, 2010

On the Clipboard:
Appointments
- John J. Sheehan – East Middle School Principal 

Dr. Kurzberg indicated that a Search Committee comprised of parents, teachers and administrators has recommended the appointment of John J. Sheehan to this position, effective July 1, 2010.  The Superintendent reviewed his credentials, noting that he has served as Principal of a Randolph Middle School for six years, as an Assistant Principal for two years, and as a Social Studies Teacher for six years.  During his tenure as Principal, Mr. Sheehan’s school made tremendous gains in student achievement.  He demonstrated strong collaborative skills that brought out the best in his staff, forming a strong team that benefitted the students at his school.  Mr. Sheehan visited East on Friday and will be introduced to the School Committee at its meeting on June 14.  A program is being organized at which East parents can meet Mr. Sheehan.  

Richard Ellis - Boys Varsity Gymnast Head Coach 

Dr. Kurzberg reviewed Mr. Ellis’ credentials, noting that he is an accomplished gymnast, serves as President of the National Gymnastics Judges Association, and travels worldwide as a judge.  The Mayor expressed enthusiasm about this appointment, and anticipates that he will do a great job.  
4.
‘BEAM’  
-
May 10, 2010





5.
BHS School-to-Work Appreciation Breakfast–June 4, 2010


6.
BHS Activity Bulletin – May 17, 2010 – May 21, 2010


7.
BHS Graduation Ceremony – Saturday, June 5, 2010
On the Clipboard:

8. BHS Activity Bulletin – May 24, 2010 – May 29, 2010

9. Memorial Day Program – Friday, May 29 – 1 PM – South Middle School

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Ms. Loreen Koubek came forward, identifying herself as a parent of a seventh grader at South and a fifth grader at Liberty.  She indicated that she had appeared before the School Committee once before and has returned once again to speak about the worsening problem of drivers running school bus stop signs.  She indicated that she has observed this problem for five years, waiting with her children on Liberty Street near its intersection with Grove Street at 7:25 am and at 8:05 am.  She reported that she observes an average of one person per month going through the school bus stop signs at this corner.  The DPW has put up cautionary signs, but people still disregard them.  

Ms. Koubek reported that she had obtained hard facts from bus drivers, the two managers of the school transportation department, and has been in touch with Sgt. Sean Lydon about this issue.  She indicated that bus drivers report an average of five vehicles per day run school bus stop signs.  This would represent 900 cars per year per bus and a total of 36,000 cars per year for the fleet.  

She reported that she observes older students crossing the streets at this intersection to go to work at Stop and Shop after getting off the bus.  She indicated that Sgt. Lydon has said that there are not enough officers to monitor this situation.  He had suggested that vigilant parents record the plate numbers of violators and report them to the Police Department.  She mentioned the possibility of installing cameras on buses, and indicated that she would pay to do this, but that it can’t be done because Braintree doesn’t own the buses.  

Ms. Koubek indicated that accidents occur at this intersection of Liberty and Grove Street.  She asserted that the law that requires vehicles to stop for a school bus with its stop signs extended is all-encompassing, applying even to emergency vehicles in emergency mode, such as ambulances, police, and fire trucks; the requirement also applies to funeral processions.  

She has asked Liberty PTO parents to take down plate numbers and call them into the Police Department because the police cannot be everywhere.  

Mr. Cunningham noted that it will take the entire community to tackle this problem, and observed that cars traveling in Braintree could be from any community, not just from Braintree.  He asked Ms. Koubek if the Police Department informs her if a car she has reported has been apprehended.  She replied that this information has not been shared with her.  She has simply supplied the make of the car, the time and location of the infraction, and the license plate number.  

Ms. Hume indicated that she has called in a number.  She noted that the bus drivers are vigilant in trying to keep their students safe as they get on and off their buses.  She added that it is a good idea to involve the parents in this effort.  She observed that some drivers don’t even know they’re supposed to stop.  Ms. Koubek responded that the school bus drivers are responsible for insuring the safety of their students, not to record license plate numbers.  

Ms. Kiley asked whether the School’s Transportation Department has communicated these statistics to Administration.  Dr. Kurzberg responded that he had not been aware that the numbers were that large.  Mr. Kress said he would look into the issue.  He reported that drivers don’t open the bus doors to let students off the bus unless the area appears to be clear.  Students do not cross the street in front of the bus because all bus stops are situated so that students do not have to cross the street to get to their homes.  Dr. Kurzberg agreed that students get on and off the bus on their side of the street, but added that once the bus leaves, the School Department can’t control where students choose to walk.  

Someone suggested that police officers ride the buses to address this issue.  

Mayor Sullivan suggested that bus drivers be asked to be prepared with a pen and paper to write down the license plate numbers of offending drivers.  Dr. Kurzberg added that the drivers should be watching out for the students.  He speculated that the majority of infractions are talking place with oncoming traffic on the opposite side of the street.  

Mayor Sullivan remarked that he could not envision putting police officers on a bus, and recalled that Officer Fahey had attended the meeting last year when Ms. Koubek had brought this problem to the attention of the School Committee for the first time.  He recalled that she had reported that the mere presence of her police car with the lights flashing had made a difference and caused drivers to slow down and stop when necessary.  

Ms. Hume suggested that this issue be covered in school newsletters in the fall, along with a request that parents record and call in the license numbers of anybody they see breaking this law.  Ms. Koubek commented that Sgt. Lydon had supported the idea of parents doing this.  Mr. Zarrella added that this could be communicated in Connect Ed messages as well.  

Mr. Cunningham remarked that this is a problem everywhere.  He noted that the School Committee had gotten involved with the problem of truck traffic in the vicinity of the Ross School in the interest of student safety.  He suggested that a dialogue be initiated with the Police Department to create cautionary warnings at prominent intersections.  He noted that when people see that drivers are being pulled over by police officers, the message is delivered.  

Dr. Kurzberg indicated that he would contact Police Chief Frazier to move this process along.  Mayor Sullivan indicated that he would put it on the agenda for his Thursday morning Department Head update this week.  He indicated that Braintree is a safe community, and that its police officers are out every day.  The level of police staffing is being maintained, and he hopes to add more police officers on the street in the next fiscal year.  He noted that police staffing has not been reduced since he became mayor.  

FUTURE DATES

1.
June 1, 2010
  
 7:00 P.M.
Town Hall –  Annual Town Meeting

2.
June 8, 2010
   
7:30 P.M.
Town Hall – Town Council Vote on 
Budget

3.
June 14, 2010  
7:00 P.M.
Liberty School

4.
July 26, 2010
     
7:00 P.M.
COLBERT School


5.
August 30, 2010 
7:00 P.M.
COLBERT School

ADJOURN

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Ms. Hume and seconded by 

Mr. Ringius to adjourn to Executive Session for purposes of collective bargaining, not to return to Open Session.  

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 7
Mr. Cunningham/Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/
Mr. Ringius/Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella
TIME:  8:55 P.M.
David Ringius

