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MINUTES
MEETING OF THE BRAINTREE SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Monday, January 24, 2011  
7:00 P.M.
COLBERT School








348 Pond Street

School Committee Present:
Melissa McDonald/ Shannon Hume/






Pam Kiley/David Ringius (arrived 7:02)/






Mayor Joseph Sullivan /Joseph Zarrella

Administration:

Superintendent of Schools - Dr. Peter Kurzberg

Assistant Superintendent – Dr. Maureen Murray

Business Manager – Mr. Peter Kress

Recorder:

Ms. Mary Mitchell

Student Representatives:  

CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Hume called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

ROUTINE MATTERS

A. Approval of Minutes  –  Open Session  -  January 10, 2011

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mayor Sullivan and 

seconded by Mr. Zarrella to approve the minutes for the Open Session of January 10, 2011 as amended.  

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 5

Ms..Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/

Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella

B. Commendations:  

-   Hollis 3rd Grade Class/Lisa Katilus, Hollis Physical Education

Teacher – Fuel Up to Play 60 Program


-   Lucille Barton/Richard Frye/Jeffrey Kunz/Elizabeth Nightingale

 - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  Peacemaker Recipients and




    BHS Show Choir Performance 


-   Dr. Maureen Murray, Asst. Superintendent/Robert Belmont, 

Director of Special Services – MA DSAC Institute Presentation

On the Clipboard: 
· Anthony Garafalo, BHS Guidance Counselor – Edward B. Wall Award 
in College Counseling Recipient.   

Dr. Kurzberg explained that this annual award is given by the New England regional office of the College Board.  
Ms. Hume commended Kristen McDonnell, the BHS Girls Varsity Basketball Coach, who was recently featured in an article in the Patriot Ledger.  Over the winter break, she and her team members offered a free 2 ½ hour basketball clinic to girls in grades 4-8.  Ms. Hume commended Ms. McDonnell and her team for giving up their time to provide this service.  

RECOMMENDED ACTION

A. Old Business

1.     Approval:  BHS Program of Studies

Dr. Kurzberg welcomed BHS Headmaster, Mr. Swanton, and the Curriculum Directors who were in attendance.  


Mr. Swanton said that over the past six years his colleagues have continued to guide the high school curriculum by proposing revisions 

in all program areas.  This year the English Department is proposing revisions that will particularly benefit seniors.  He commended the Directors for their presence at tonight’s meeting and for their time and focus which has driven academic achievement over the six years he has served as Headmaster.  He characterized the Program of Studies as the blueprint for student achievement.  
Mr. Zarrella inquired about the status of the new Capstone Project, and whether they are considering opening it up to a larger number of students, not just those in Advanced Honors.  Mr. Lee, Director for Social Studies, responded that the program had gone well with an enrollment of seven students.  This was beneficial for all who were involved, enabling them to pilot the program with a small number of students.  They will try to open it up and offer it next year.  He noted that other school districts require this kind of service for all seniors, but BHS would need to plan how it could implement such a program to accommodate a class of 300 students.  
Mr. Zarrella asked whether other schools have been able to accommodate that size.  Mr. Lee responded that he has spoken about this with other Curriculum Directors, and they have considered the extension of senior projects into other subject areas such as Art or Science.  These are considerations for the future, but probably won’t be put in place either 

next year or the year after.  
Mr. Swanton remarked that he is aware of many schools that have taken on senior projects and they are done in a variety of ways, one of which is service projects.  He noted that last week a presentation was made by three BHS Capstone students to judges who were faculty members.  He noted that these projects represent a huge undertaking usually involving staff.  A member of the faculty must act as the project coordinator, being responsible for organizing, follow-through and monitoring the project.  Small schools with these programs require participating students to make a presentation at the end of the year relative to their project.  Mr. Zarrella remarked that not everything is learned in a book and that this is a great opportunity for students.  
Mr. Swanton responded that every department at the high school sponsor activities that provide opportunities for hands-on learning such as the Science Fair, which involves two hundred students every year.  

Mayor Sullivan commended the Program of Studies as a comprehensive offering.  He asked whether the class in Sports and Entertainment Marketing was a popular one.  Dr. Kendall reported that it is popular, with two sections enrolled this year.  The teacher, Mr. Belmosto, reports that the students really connect with the sports marketing elements, but they don’t relate well with the marketing piece that does not deal with sports.  The Mayor asked if the course is over-subscribed, and Dr. Kendall reported that all the Business courses are filled to capacity.  

Mayor Sullivan asked if consideration was being given to offering additional courses in personal finance and business.  Mr. Swanton responded that Business is an area where the high school could be providing more opportunities for students, but there is only one business teacher who teaches five different courses per day.  The actual courses that will be offered next year will be determined by the enrollment choices that the students make.  Ideally, he’d like to have a strong accounting program at the high school, and he’d like to be able to provide students with some life skills in finance given the financial times in which we live.  

The Mayor asked if consideration has been given to adding a second business teacher, and Mr. Swanton responded that this has been on his wish list every year.  

Mayor Sullivan asked a number of questions about the course offerings in the Health and Wellness Department.  He noted that Physical Education is mandatory, but noted that a number of electives are offered to juniors and seniors.  He asked if students are engaged in physical activity when taking these electives, and asked how many days a week students have physical education classes.   Ms. Bennett responded that ninth graders are automatically scheduled for physical education and health education classes.  Different activities are presented in these classes throughout 

the year.  When they become juniors, students have more choices.  She noted that the Life Fitness course incorporates weight training, the fitness center and CPR instruction.  She noted that students are scheduled for Physical Education classes twice in a seven-day cycle, and Mayor Sullivan observed that this means that a student could have gym once 

in a week’s time.  
Mayor Sullivan then referred to page 12 of the Program of Studies 

that deals with the American Government course in the Social Studies curriculum.  He asked if a freshman takes the American Government Course, whether that student would not have to take another Civics elective.  

Mr. Lee explained that three years of Social Studies is required for graduation, including one year of US History and ½ year of American Government.  The latter course used to be offered in grades 10, 11 and 12, and many students would wait until their senior year to take it, even though they had already taken the required three years of Social Studies.  The American Government course begins with a focus on world history for the first half of the year, then moves on to cover American Government and democracy.  Making this course standard for ninth graders works well because students will be better prepared for MCAS questions on this topic, and they will have fulfilled the ½ year requirement of American Government as well as completed a full year of Social Studies.  

Mr. Lee noted that the half-year course in American Government still needs to be offered to students who have transferred into the school 

after the ninth grade so they can meet the American Government graduation requirement.  

Mayor Sullivan asked if Mr. Lee thinks that young people don’t fully grasp the history of our government.  Mr. Lee responded by reporting that he had recently attended a forum at the JFK Library at which Sandra Day O’Connor and David Souter were featured speakers.  They reported 

that 66% of adult Americans could not name the three branches of government.  This is a confirmation that we need to increase Civics education just as much as history education.  He noted that in the last 
ten years more young people are expressing an interest in politics and government, so we need to do more to improve Civics education.  

Ms. Hume thanked Mr. Swanton and commended his leadership, passion, and thoroughness. 
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mr. Zarrella and 

seconded by Ms. Kiley to approve the proposed BHS 

Program of Studies for the 2011-2012 school year.  

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms..Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella

B.
New Business:

1.    Approvals:

       -  BHS Ski Trip 

Dr. Kurzberg reported that students participating in this ski trip would depart after school on Friday, February 11 and return in 

the evening on Saturday, February 12.  They will stay at the North Conway Grand Hotel in North Conway, NH, and ski at Attitash on Saturday.  

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mayor Sullivan and 

seconded by Mr. Zarrella to approve an out-of-state ski trip for members of the BHS student body on Friday, February 11, 2011 to North Conway, NH returning on Saturday, February 12, 2011.  

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms..Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella


       -  Gifts to Schools:  
a)  Parent Involvement Program (PIP) 

Dr. Kurzberg indicated that $500 was being donated by PIP to support the BHS Rocketry Club led by Science teacher, Richard Newton.  $250 was being donated for the BHS Science Fair.  Now in its eleventh year of supporting science, technology, engineering and math experiences for students, PIP is planning its own fair on Friday, February 11th at Braintree Town Hall.  

Dr. Kurzberg reported that PIP founder Ms. Julie McKinney has indicated that PIP has piloted an elementary school robotics program through the BEEP program; middle school students have been working on robots and had been scheduled to participate in 

a PIP middle school tournament on Friday, January 21st, which 

may have been rescheduled due to the snow day.  They are also recruiting students in grades 7 through 9 to participate in an engineering team which will meet on Saturdays beginning on January 28th.  

The Robotics Club continues to meet at BHS, advised by Richard Newton.  

PIP also supports the Fin, Fur and Feather Program for children in grades five through eight. 

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mr. Zarrella and 

seconded by Ms. McDonald to accept as a gift to schools

a check in the amount of $750.00 from the Parent Involvement Program (PIP) --- $500.00 to be used for 

the BHS Rocketry Club and $250.00 to be used for the Science Fair. 
ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella

b)  Bay State Community Services Inc. 

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mayor Sullivan and 

seconded by Ms. Kiley to accept as a gift to schools a check in the amount of $3,258.50 from the Bay State Community Services, Inc. to purchase equipment and other items for the Let’s Put Fit in Fitness Program CHNA grant.
ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella

c)  Target Field Trip Grants Program – Ross School
VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mr. Zarrella and 

seconded by Ms. McDonald to accept as a gift to schools 

a check in the amount of $700.00 from the Target Field Trip Grant Program to be used for funding a field trip for fifth graders at the Ross School to the Freedom Trail.  
ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6
Ms. Hume/Ms. Kiley/Ms. McDonald/Mr. Ringius/
Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella

Ms. Hume expressed appreciation to Kathy Stachowski for putting this program in place for the Ross School.  
COMMUNICATION
A.
From Delegations:

1. MASC -  Nomination Papers
Dr. Kurzberg noted that the MASC is seeking nominations for 

three awards:  Friends of Public Education, Community Leader, and Community Partner.  He noted that Braintree has nominated members of its community for awards in the past, and past recipients include Pam and Mark Kiley and Julie McKinney.  

He invited committee members to make their suggestions 

and noted that the nomination papers are due on March 11th.   
On the Clipboard:


2.
MASC Annual Meeting – March 14, 2011
Dr. Kurzberg indicated that the annual meeting for division three school districts has been rescheduled for Monday, March 14th.  
Any member expressing an interest in attending this meeting in Wrentham will be registered.  Area legislators have been invited 
to be speakers.  

B.
From Superintendent and Staff: 


1.
Personnel Action:

-   Canice Thynne  -  .6 Integrated Information Teacher  -

  




Flaherty School
Dr. Kurzberg indicated that this staff position is replacing what used to be referred to as “Media Specialist”.  This position was recently filled due to a retirement at Flaherty.  


2.
ROSS Newsletter

-
February  2011


3.
BHS Activity Bulletin           -  January 17 – 21, 2011


4.
BPS Professional Development Half Day–January 27, 2011

Dr. Murray reviewed the offerings that are planned for a Professional Development Day on Thursday, January 27.  She noted that there is a focus on bullying prevention and intervention training, as well as keeping our curriculum current and integrating twenty-first century elements.  She mentioned the five C’s of content, critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and communication.  

She reviewed the offerings for each segment of the school system, all of which are described in a program booklet for the day.  

Mayor Sullivan asked what would be done if an impending snowstorm were to impact the Professional Day, and Dr. Kurzberg responded that if school were to be cancelled on Thursday, the Professional Day would be rescheduled for a future date in the next few weeks if possible.  


5.
Hollis School Council Meeting Minutes–December 7, 2010


6.
SEPAC Meeting Minutes – November 17, 2011


7.
‘BEAM’  -  January 17, 2011
On the Clipboard:  

8. Revised – BPS 2010/2011 School Calendar

Dr. Kurzberg noted that these revisions have resulted from the two snow days we have experienced thus far.  The new last day of school for grades K through 9 is June 15th; for grades 10 & 11 it will be June 16th.  
     9.
      BHS Activity Bulletin   -    January 24 – 28, 2011

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Ms. Hume announced that SEPAC will sponsor a Lose the Training Wheel Program to teach individuals how to ride a bike during the April vacation week, from April 18 - 22nd.  The sessions will be held at an indoor facility in Milton.  Participants must be at least eight years old and have a disability.  This 

program promotes inclusion, increased self esteem, and improves the quality 
of life for children with disabilities.   A flyer will be forthcoming from SEPAC.  

Ms. Hume announced two fundraisers to benefit the Braintree Community Youth Center.  The first one will be held on Friday, January 28th at the Emerald Hall.  Tickets can only be purchased online at www.braintreeyouthcenter.org.  The second will be held on Monday, January 31st at the new California Pizza Kitchen.  
100% of eat-in pizza purchases on that day will go to the Braintree Community Youth Center.  

Ms. Hume extended wishes for a happy birthday to Ms. Kiley.  
FUTURE DATES
1.
February      14, 2011

  7:00 P.M.
Morrison School 

2.
February      28, 2011    

  7:00 P.M.
Colbert School

3.
March
         14, 2011

  7:00 P.M.
East Middle School

4.
March          28, 2011  

  7:00 P.M.
Colbert School

5.
April
         11, 2011

  7:00 P.M.
Ross School

6.
April
         25, 2011

  7:00 P.M.
Colbert School

7.
May               9, 2011

  7:00 P.M.
Hollis School

8.
May             23, 2011

  7:00 P.M.
Colbert School

9.
June
         13, 2011

  7:00 P.M.
Colbert 

ADJOURN

VOTED UNANIMOUSLY:  Upon a motion by Mr. Zarrella and seconded by 

Mr. Ringius to adjourn.  

ROLL CALL:
AYES - 6

Ms. Hume/ Ms. Kiley/Mr. Ringius/Ms. McDonald/
                Mayor Sullivan/Mr. Zarrella

TIME:  7:40 p.m.

David Ringius

Recording Secretary










